News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA Copyright restrictions apply

AETC News Clips §

(2Dec o) |

OUR TURN

Base closure deal
deserves approval

It's time for Congress to bite the
bullet and accept a proposed com-
promise setting up a new round of
military base closures.

House Republican leaders have
fought the Bush administration’s
attempt to eliminate some of the
nation’s outdated and unnecessary
military bases. The Senate in-
cluded base closures in its 2002 de-
fense spending bill, but the House
didn’t.

The Pentagon estimates that 23
percent of the nation’s 400 domes-
tic military bases are no longer
needed.

San Antonio knows too well the
economic pain caused by base clo-
sures, but the expense of the war
in Afghanistan demonstrates the
need for the wise use of limited de-
fense dollars.

The world is a dangerous place,
and the threats to U.S. security are
evolving into new forms. Defense
spending needs to be analyzed and
targeted at current dangers.

Defense Secretary Donald Rums-
feld set out on that mission when
the Bush administration took of-
fice. He is bravely leading the
charge for more base closures.

The compromise being consid-
ered would authorize another
round of base closures but delay it
until 2005. Although Bush wanted

Base closures hurt, but
Pentagon leaders from both
parties have said they are
necessary.

S —

the closings to start
in 2003, administra-
tion officials say
they will accept the
4 delay

A veto threat from
Bush has stalled the
Senate-House confer-
ence committee on
defense spending
and forced the House to consider
the base closure issue. Members of
Congress shy away from base clos
ings because of the political pain
they cause at home.

San Antonio, which still has four

RUMSFELD

military bases, and other communi-

ties will have plenty of time to
gather information showing their
bases are worth saving.

Those bases failing to meet that
burden of proof must go for the
good of the nation. And Congress
needs to look at other pork-barrel
defense spending as well, such as
projects the Pentagon doesn’t want
but lawmakers approve year after
year.
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Base closings
logjam cleared

Cuts held to single round

By CAROLYN SKORNECK
ASSOCIATED PRESS

¥

"WASHINGTON — After stead-
fastly holding out against base
closings, House negotiators on
the crucial $343.3 billion defense
authorization bill agreed
Wednesday to a single round as
demanded by President Bush.

The base-closings round
wouldn’t occur until 2005, two
years later than the administra-
tion requested, under a COmpro-
mise reached by leaders of the
Senate and House armed ser-
vices committees late last week
to get the bill moving and erase
the possibility of a Bush veto.

The issue caused a monthlong
standoff between House and Sen-
ate negotiators trying to recon-
cile their versions of the defense
authorization bill for fiscal 2002,
which began Oct. 1.

The overall defense bill agreed
to Wednesday by House negotia-
tors, and Tuesday by their Sen-
ate counterparts, contains many
programs of importance to the
military:

They include minimum 5 per-
cent across-the-board pay raises,
with up to 10 percent increases
for some; new housing benefits,
and more help with moving ex-
penses.

Antiterror spending totals
about $7 billion, up $1 billion
from 2001.

Bush won not only on his de-
mand for a round of base clos-
ings, but full funding of his $8.3
billion request for his prized mis-
sile defense plan, a $3.1 billion
increase over spending in 2001.

The Senate had authorized the
full $83 billion, while allowing
$1.3 billion of it to be used for

antiterror efforts instead. The
House had offered only $7.9 bil-
lion. Conferees adopted the Sen-
ate’s plan.

The negotiators agreed with
the administration’s request to
cancel the January referendum
in Vieques on future use of that
Puerto Rican island for military
training.  Anti-Navy protest
erupted there after off-target
bombs killed a civilian guard in
1999. The Navy has used inert
ammunition since then. Bush
has promised to end the maneu-
vers by 2003.

The bill would prevent the Na-
vy secretary from closing the fa-
cility until he certifies that a site
or sites providing “equivalent or
superior” levels of training will
be available.

If the Vieques facilities are
closed, the land would be trans-
ferred to the Interior Depart-
ment.

Both the full House and Senate
must pass the final version of the
defense authorization bill before
it can go to President Bush for
his signature.

The Bush administration in-
sists some bases must be closed,
saying one-fifth to onefourth of
base structure is not needed, and
closing excess facilities would
save $3.5 billion or so a year

The 2005 date puts the next
round into a new presidential
term and two House elections
away.

Lawmakers said that would
provide the time needed to deter-
mine exactly what military force
is needed to fight the new wars
of the 21st century And the con-
ferees placed many requirements
on the administration before it
can call for the closings.
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A few targets precede Iraq

The forward deployment of
US. Third Army headquarters
to Kuwait marks the begin-
ning of “Military Phase Two”
in America’s Millennial War.

Third Army, also referred to
as ARCENT, is the US. Army
ground-force component of
Central Command.

The real estate agent’s ad-
age, “Location is everything,”
must come to mind. With a
major U.S. headquarters in
Kuwait, the obvious first, sec-
ond and third thought is “on
to Iraq.”

But don’t bet on it. Kuwait
offers a politically secure, pro-
American command site in a
volatile region — at the mo-
ment that's the emirate’s pri-
mary appeal.

Afghanistan isn't over For
that and other reasons, Soma-
lia and eastern Yemen, two an-
archic terror-havens, make
more sense as near-term mili-
tary and diplomatic targets.
Certainly, Saddam Hussein's
execrable regime is on Ameri-
ca’s hit list. It has to be, and
credit Deputy Secretary of De-
fense Paul Wolfowitz with hav-
ing the spine to insist on it.
Though Saddam’s direct con-
nections to al-Qaida remain
murky, global terrorism has a
home and hub in Baghdad.
American diplomacy needs
time to create the conditions
for military action against
Iraq. The Clinton administra-
tion’s August 1996 disaster still
cripples U.S. efforts. That's

when Saddam used an interne-

cine Kurd struggle to destroy
the CIA-backed dissident base
in northern Iraq. The Middle
East is far too complex and

B paradoxical a
g Dlace to say
one mistake or
one provident
act 1s a turn-
ing point. Yet
the Gulf War
political coali-
tion truly be-
gan to fray in
the wake of
that U.S. fail-
ure to blunt
Saddam’s 1996
assault.

While U.S.
actions since
Sept. 11 have helped erase
doubts, solidifying Iraqgi dissi-
dents and configuring Kurd
guerrillas as an anti-Saddam
army aren’t the only issues.
Shaky sheiks, rattled by
Osama bin Laden and other
radical Islamists, are another
time-demanding problem.

Yet U.S. successes in Af-
ghanistan have produced polit-
ical momentum. New informa-
tion sources (particularly in-
formation gleaned from
defecting Taliban and captured
al-Qaida fighters) have in-
creased what the spy crowd
calls “the granularity” of .
American intelligence. In par-
ticular, the roots of al-Qaida’s
African and Arabian peninsula
networks are showing. West-
€In press sources report that
other Somali groups are ready
to rat out al-Ittihad al-Islamiya
(Islamic Unity), an armed radi-
cal faction linked to bin La-
den. Al-Qaida has other sup-
porters in Somalia and is
closely tied to Islamist leaders
in the Somali “transitional
government.” The Somali Ra-

AUSTIN -
BAY

—

hanwein Resistance Army
(RRA, headquartered in the
town of Baydhabo) has already
offered troops as well as a
base for U.S. operations
against al-Qaida sites and sup-
port nodes in Somalia.

True, no hardcore Taliban-
type group controls Somalia.
Frankly, in Somalia, no one is
in control. Clans, like gangs,
control street corners and
swaths of countryside. Howev-
er, anarchy attracts terror
cadres. U.S. diplomats note the
rampant anarchy in Somalia
means the country can’t “be
left to its own devices.”

U.S. anti-terror operations in
Somalia would leverage the po-
litical and military presence of
opposition factions (like the
RRA). However, the ability to
use air bases under RRA con-
trol and the close proximity of
the Indian Ocean (the U.S. Na-
vy is just offshore) mean
“quick strikes” from U.S.
Army and Marine forces are a
real option. The destruction of
al-Qaida supporters and assets
in Somalia and eastern Yemen
would maintain the Afghan
momentum. Kicking off oper-
ations in these areas sooner
rather than later would re-em-
phasize the Bush administra-
tion’s key point that this is a
war against global terrorism,
not simply a war with Osama
bin Laden. Success in Somalia
buys time to strengthen the
anti-terror coalition and pre-
pare for the showdown with
Saddam.

Austin Bay's column is dis-
tributed by Creator's Syndi.
cate.
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It's a ‘YES’ for Eisenhowe

> Voters PASS MEUSUIE  Elumeroiems $aid “yes to Eiseahower *Those funds, plus $130,000{from i

Elementary School improvements. . Public Schools, will expand and re
' . ; ~ The final tally in the Tuesday electiop |the elementary schéol adjakent to
by f] 4 10 ] m(]rgm (0 extend a one-quarter percent sales tax : Ajr Force Base. :
was 3,451 in favor and 837 opposed. The . Improvements to the sthool ;-
measure received strong support in all ‘eliminating  all eight free-sta,
.By Tanla Ward

sections of the city. portable classrooms and ad ing thre

The tax, an extension of an existing - classrooms, another restroofy and ;
sales tax, will rajse $700,000 over six to
Seven month beginning next spring. See HISENHOWER, |

toff Writer

With nearly an 81 percent majority,

A TAXING VOTE

'’ AL

for strudural improvements at Fisenhower Ffemenﬁny {Stoff Pholo by CHRIS LANDSBERGER

VANCE AFB OK Page | of 2 .
The Enid News & Eagle, December 12, 2001 Page Al '

Marilyn Caoper votes at Central Christian Church Tuesduy on ¢ 1ax that will go



EISENHOWER Results/of the Eisenhdwer t
Continued from Page Al Precinct Polling Place Yes No
' 101 Grace Mennophe Church 65 4B
ous other improvements. Enid  Enid. j ; B
Public Schools will contribute The community understood p : o
an additional $130,000 to the that - Eisenhower needed 103 Davis Park Chesan Church 49 4 %
§700,000 raised by the -sales improvements and this was the | ' g
tax. _ way o get it done, he said. 107 Enid Health Center b1 3
The excitement was undeni- They  were  successful i i
able jn the voice of Karen because there were so many 201 Centrol Chrisfian Church 76 9
Heizer, Eisenhower’s principal. dedicated individuals pushing |, i
“1 wanted this 1o happen so  for it Blankenship said. . . a
‘bad for the children and for the  Superintendent Kem- | 203 New Hope United Methodist Church 36) 46
community,” she said. Keithly, said two major issues . k
“Waiching the community were decided with the vote 205 Faith American Lutheran Church 07 13
come together has been really Tuesday, an economic develop- | | g
inspiring to me.” ment issue and a quality of - -
'I;he condition of schools issue. 207 North Enid Tdwn Hall 5
Eisenhower had been described “It speaks well of our com-
as the last demerit left over munity and our community has 101 Meadows Paifit Apariments p73 35
from the Base Rea}zignment and always been supportive of i
Closing reviews that were con-  issues that are critical,” he said. | ’ ”‘-
ducted in 1995. Nearly  ummmmmmemmrm The next step, |303  Ookwood Chistion Church 16 4]
160 students at k Keithly said, is get- G
Eisenhower  Itspeaks ting the plaos drawn | 305" S| Gregory The Great Catholic Church 3] 40
Elementary atend  well of Oillr up by the architect :
class each day in one  communif and  sending the e .
of the school's eight  and our Jm- improvements out for | 307, - Golden Oaks Village Hobby Room 88 39 )
portable buildings, a ml'miw has bid in March of 2002.
black mark on the city ulwuys been Mike Cooper, with | Abseidee 25 26
of Enid and Vance Air tive of  Yance Development
Force Base, should 3YPPOrIive o Authority, said the
base closures come Issves that .o o0l Cists
around again, which are eritical”  Epid with jts base
they mo doubt will, — Kem Keithly ~ protection effort, but
officials say, if not in £ 1 also says thayif the
2003 than 2005. LR city wants to Be suc-
Todd Earl, chairman of the cessful vih all-its €conomic
“Yes Vance, Yes Schools, Yes development endeavors, it has
Enid,” campaigo, said the suc~ to begin ‘with the schools.
cess of the campaign, is reflect~"  “This is ‘the first phase of a
ed in the coordination of all the long range plan to do just that,”
entities involved that were able he sajd. | -
to develop a common agenda To protett existing business-
for the community. es and arttract businesses to
»"T think the community real- Enid, the condition of schools
ly affirmed jts commitment o has to be improved all across
Vance and to having a 21st cen- the board, Cooper said, as bet-
try educational facility there ter educational facilities and
next to Vance,” he said. better quality of jobs for Enid
Also, the vote is an affirma-  go hand-in-hand.
tion that Enid is committed to The vote in favor of
see all its schools improved, Eisenhower shows that the
Earl said. community understands that
John Blankenship, president everybody wants what is best
and chief executive officer of and where setting that founda-
the Greater Enid Chamber of tion needs to begin.
Commerce, said Tuesday’s “We have to have good .
vote was a great outcome for schools,” Cooper said. z
VANCE AFB OK : Page of 2
The Enid News & Eagle, Degember 12, 2001 'Page A3




Group to meet
ay to eye issues
1elp the military

ibert Barron
riter
‘hat can the Oklahoma

slature do 1o prevent the
ng of any Oklahoma mili-
buses?

iscussion of that issue is
of the re-scheduled meet-
of the Oklahoma Military
Closure Prevention Task
e 2-4 p.m. today at
lester Army Ammunition
t. The meeling was re-
duled from its origina)
'mber date because of a
* slorm. .
ike Cooper, former Enid
w and member of Vance
:lopment Authority, is a
rairman of the group. Enid
nessman Bob Berry and
Rep. Curt Roggow, R-
. are members of the task

Ihere's WOrk to ne aone

to.protect state hases

Leading the discussion will be
retired Maj. Gen. Leo Baxter.
The task force is expected to
approve a recommendation per-
taining to job training, educa-
tion and other expenditures
related to job training and edu-
cation in an effort to
make the state pre-
pared for possible
base closures or
realignments,
Cooper said. The -
resolution wil] ask
the state for $2.75
million for telecom-
munications infra-
structure, a center
for aircraft and sys-
tems support, Jead
institntional support

and collaborative
initiatives. )
" Reécommen-

dations for job training, com-
munity planning and prepared-
ness will be led by state Rep.
David Braddock, D-Altus.
Berry and Cooper will lead
the discussion on quality-of-
life issues, deemed to be more

_important in Em next round of
base &SE

Pt e

NOW WE KNow

base closings, possibly as early
as 2003, The House wversion of
the bill did not have such lan-
guage. Differences were being

worked out in a conference’

commitiee,

“Whether it is in 2003 or
2005, these guality-
of-life things need
to be done,™ he said

referring to
Tuesday's sales tax
vote on improve-
ments at

Eisenhower
Elementary Schoo),
which is adjacent to
Vance Air Force
Base. Deficiencies
al Eisenhower were
pointed out in previ-
ous BRAC rounds.
Voters approved the
(ax EXTENsion
chmn_mw night by a large mar-
gin, 3,451 10 837. e
“Quatity-of-life issues ™ in
Enid are removation of Enid
schools, getting  medical
providers to accep! military
Tri-Care insurance and upgrade
and _.m_u_momam:n of base hous-
aid. .

.r.JIcrl... -

. :ing. & dmsmn nmomﬂ s

Because of that, the communi-
ties adjacent 1o the bases and
services they provide will be
part of the consideration, he
said,

Cooper does not expect
Tinker Air Force Base in
Oklahoma City to be seriously
considered for closure.

He said it is one of only
three AWACS maintenance
bases in the nation and it would
hamper military operations to
close Tinker.

Tinker could benefit from
added duties from bases closed

so if the next BRAC round is in
2005, the upgrades already will
be under comstuction, Cooper
said.

Cooper also stressed the
need to schedule the start of the
sew Vance central logistics

area, one non-quality-of-life

item to be addressed. 092.
Vance problems already have

been reviewed, he said.

In the next BRAC round,

Cooper said quality-of-life
dssues  will  become more
important because all “bad”
bases have been closed.

or realigned, he said. Vance
also could benefit from addiq
tional duties if it meets criteria
in all other areas, Cooper said.

A state task force is a good
idea, he said, becaunse i
involves the Oklahomg
Legislatore in assisting com:
munities in keeping their bases

The only state assistancg
previously was given by Gov]
David Walters from his discreq
tionary funds to communities
to help them pay- for consul;
tants on base closings.

Enid received $100,000.

VANCE AFB OK
The Enid News & Eagle, December 12, 2001
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Election results £

Followlng are results from
Tuesday's elections across . , .
Oklahoma. School bond ls-
sues raquire 80 percent ap- -
proval to pass. Sales taxes 7.
and other local lssues require

a simple majority to pass.

COMANCHE COUNTY

MUNICIPAL }

Medicine Park, 4~cant sales tax for flve
yoars o be used 1o promots tourlsm, yss, ~
13 (26.6%); no, 36 (73.5%). Falled.  <ii:

{ i

GARFIELD COUNTY gt
MUNICIPAL .
 Enid, continus & quanr-oent sl tux for '“"
saven months to'fund $700,000 In Im- 1%
pruvsmantsatﬂsunhnwerﬂamnlaw b -_'
School, yes, 3,451 (B0.5%); no, 837 -, ©
[195%] Passed. b

GRADY GCOUNTY - :

MUNICIPAL "

Chickasha, a ¥4-cenl sales tax for 10 yuars A
bemnmnu Jan. 31, 2004, to bieused for’
the cily's Infrastructure nesds, yes, 744,
(75.6%); no, 240 (24.4%}‘ Passed.

HUGHES COUNTY

um 1 commissloner, Gharlss Skpworth: D,
232 (50.3%); Charles Adklson, R, 228
. (49.7%). .

KAY COUNTY.

MUNICIPAL

Blackwell, hafi-cant sales tax for 1 0 years
for improvements to Memorial Park
swimming pool and thé park system, yss,
841 (88.8%): no, 382 (31.2%). Passed. -

McCLAIN COUNTY N
SCHOOL ’
Dibble, $300,000 bond for an uar!y child-
hood cantsr, hestlng-and alr-conditioflhy . -
improvements, yes, 79 (61 ?%}. no, 48
(38.2%). Passed,

OKLAHOMA GDUNTY
SCHOOL A
Edmond, Prop. 1, $16.6 million bond focel-
smentary schoal gymnasium, class- E
Tooms, computer equipmant and other . -
‘Improvemsnis, yes, 1,669 (79.2%); na,
417 (20.8%). Passad. Prop. 2, $900,000
bond for 16 buses, yes, 1,603 (79.0%);
no, 403 (20.1%). Passed. . w
Midwast Ctty-Del Clty, $5.85 mililon bond ;-
for remodeling, malmenance, equipment i
and technalagy Improvements, yes, 2,052
(76.5%); no, 631 (23.5%). Pagsed. '

PAYNE COUNTY T
MUNICIPAL
Parkins, Prop. 1, use of municipal capital
Improvemant mnd lortha library, yes,
142'(81.1%); no, 33 (18.9%). Passad, "
Prop. 2, allocation of $230,000 for thell- -
brary's renwatlnn and expansion, yes, -
143 (80.8%); no, 34 [IGE%) Passad.

Sales tax, school bonds

approved in other cities

From Staff Reports

Voters across fhe‘ state ap-
proved several municipal and
school projects in Tuesday’s elec-
tion.

Enid voters approved extend- .

ing a Y4-cent sales tax that will
raise $700,000 for renovating Hi-
senhower Elementary School,
which is near Vance Air Force
Base. The tax will be in place
for seven manths.

_The school primarily serves
children of military personmel

' stationed at the base.

The plan passed with 80.5 pex-
cent of the vote, with 8,451 vot-
ing for it and B37 voting againast.

Chickasha voters passed a 10-
year, %-cent sales tax for infra- .

structure needs by a 75 percent
margin while Blackwell voters
approved a Ya-cent sales tax that
will be used for pool and park

improvements. The plan carried

by an 841-382 margin, with 68. 8
percent voting for it.
Perkins

pand the city’s library. The two:
part plan passed *with ‘more

VANCE AFB OK
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Voters in Emd OK

school rendvatlon

frict’s technology
fional

1o 631 (238.5 percent).

voters passed a '
'$230,000-plan to renovate and ox-

than 80 percan,t of those ho
the polls voting yes. .

I In other elections Tuesday:
'« Edmond School Disfrict.
voters passed a two-part, p17.5°:
million bond issue. Propos tion.
for $16.6 million, ed [L, 589
379 2 percent) to 417 (40.8per!
ent), and Proposition .2{ for
900,000, won 1,603 (79.9 perfent)’”
ﬁo 403 (20.1 percent) ; :

dmga, athletic progy.
rovements, upgrades td th dig

buses phT’

{ransportation department| and’,
upgrades to the dlstnct’s sphool -
safety plan.
s In the Midwest
ity School District, a
ion school bond package
o approval 2,052 (79.9 |perjcent)

- The money will pay fdr re-
modeling, maintenanc¢e |proj-
tots, technology imprdvethents
and music, fine arts andr athletic
equipment purchases,
., ® Dibble School Disfric} vot-
prs approved a $300,000 bopd -is--
ue. The yote was 79 lyes| (61.7-
Jercent) to 49 no (38.2 pércqnt).

" Most of the money would be
hsed to complete, ﬁJ.rETJs and
equip an early childhood denter

for prekindergarten der-,
garten, to be built acrbss from .
Pthe elementary school. :

P4ge | of 1
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Robert Burns
Associated Press

Web Posted: 12/12/2001 01-25:40 PM

An Air Force B-1B bomber involved in the war in
Afghanistan went down in the Indian Ocean today and all
four crew members were rescued, Pentagon officials said.

The crew members were taken aboard a U.S. Navy
destroyer that was sent to the crash site, according to Lt.
Cmdr. Jeff Davis, a Pentagon spokesman. There was no
immediate word on their condition.

The bomber was the first fixedwing U.S. warplane to go
down since the war began Oct. 7. Officials said it was not
immediately clear whether the B1-B was returning from a
mission over Afghanistan or leaving for a mission.

An Air Force KC-10 refueling tanker flew to the B1-B crash
site and established voice contact with at least one
member of the bomber crew, according to a statement by
U.S. Central Command, which is overseeing combat
operations in Afghanistan. The KC-10 crew saw a strobe
light blinking at the crash sight.

The crash occurred at 11:30 a.m. Eastern time.

There was no indication of the cause, Pentagon
spokeswoman Victoria Clarke said.

The bomber went down about 30 miles north of Diego
Garcia, a British island that the United States is using to
base B-1B and B-52 bombers flying long-range combat
missions over Afghanistan.

"There are no known casualties. Rescue efforts are under
way," Clarke said in a press conference with Gen. Peter
Pace, vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Pace said no other information was immediately available.
He said it was possible for crew members to eject from a
B-1B, but he did not know what happened in this case.

"This underscores what we try to remember all the time _
that the men and women in the U.S. military put their lives
at risk every single day," Clarke said. "And we're grateful.”

Diego Garcia is in the central Indian Ocean.
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